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Message from the 
Library Director 
 
I am pleased to present the 2018–2019 Mendik Library’s Annual 
Report. As in past years, the entire Library team worked together 
to participate in and contribute to the intellectual and community 
life of New York Law School and to provide an extraordinary level 
of service and support to the law school community and beyond.  
In these pages, readers will discover the breadth of our core 
services and the depth of support we provide to our students who 
are learning law; to our faculty who are teaching law; and to our 
alumni who are practicing law.  
The Mendik Library is not merely a place to study or access legal 
information.  It is a vibrant and always-evolving information and 
research center where users come to learn about legal 
information and also to discover the breadth and complexity of 
the world of law.  Our librarians work hard to create an 
environment where our researchers can engage with us and learn 
to find the right resources for their particular tasks. 
As legal research continues to be an increasingly complex mix of 
print and electronic resources, the expertise of our dedicated staff 
becomes ever more relevant.  We continued to manage our print 
collection as we integrated more digital resources, like the 
LexisNexis Digital Library, into the library’s offerings.  The 
reference and circulation teams provided a wide range of research 
assistance to students, faculty and alums answering over 19,000 
questions.  We also offered 175 research courses and workshops 
to the NYLS community.  Many of these classes were part of our 
faculty instructional outreach program and we taught six for-
credit research classes, including our always popular Saturday 
Legal Research Practical Skills class.  Our collaboration with the 
Legal Practice faculty became stronger as we continued to 
develop and teach a series of research skills workshops required 
within the LP curriculum for all 1L students.   
The Mendik Library is not just about “the Library.”  It is about the 
teamwork we engage in, the relationships we develop and the 
many services we provide to the community.  It will not take 
readers long to see how far our contributions extend beyond the 
physical space we call the Mendik Library.  This report is a 
confirmation of the sustained efforts from the entire staff to meet 
the needs of all of our users.  We know you will agree. 
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Library Community, Facilities, and Operations  
 
Reference Services Overall 
Access to the collection and to information services often begins at the Reference or Circulation Desks, 
but it continues in the stacks, in Librarian offices, in the elevators, and even in the coffee bar and 
cafeteria.  The Reference Librarians, along with the Associate Librarians, the Director and our Assistant 
Director for Acquisitions and Collection Control, provide professional research assistance and instruction 
to faculty, students, staff, alumni, and attorney patrons.  They provide research instruction both in the 
Library and in the classroom.  They work with the Legal Practice program to develop, coordinate, and 
teach legal research classes to 1L students.  The Librarians serve as liaisons for NYLS faculty and deans, 
our academic centers, clinics, and the Law Review, as well as the Moot Court Association, Dispute 
Resolution Team, and other student organizations.  They coordinate interlibrary loan services, 
participate in collection management, and contribute content to the Library web pages, the Mendik 
Matters blog and the Elevator Ed series of Learn While You Ride TripTips.  The circulation staff also 
provide significant assistance (to students, faculty and alumni) beyond merely checking out and 
renewing borrowed items.  They are essential information providers, helping students locate course and 
research materials, assisting with printing and scanning, and supplying answers to an enormous variety 
of other library (or law school) related questions. In short, they are an indispensable adjunct to the 
reference librarians. 
2018-2019 Requests for Reference and Circulation Desk Assistance 
  Total: 19,272 
 
By Location   Reference Requests By Patron Type 













Elsewhere in Library  
196 




























During Academic Year 2018-2019, the Library was open on 342 days; the 
reference desk was staffed on 304 of those days.  
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Services to Students 
The Librarians recognize that the law library quickly becomes a prominent feature in most law students’ 
educational lives; we are committed to making that experience a rewarding one.  A main goal is to 
provide support and instruction in using information sources to help students make meaningful and 
contextual connections between classroom learning, research skills and the practice of law. 
 
Reference Services to Students 
On a daily basis, the Reference Librarians serve as a crucial resource for students in search of answers.  
Whether questions relate to legal research, Bluebooking, exam preparation, or law school information, 
the Reference Librarians are resourceful and reliable. 
 
2018-2019 Student Requests for Reference and Circulation Desk Assistance 
      (FTE 940) 
 
Questions by Location   Questions by Method 
Reference Desk 2,670   In Person 13,423 
Librarian’s Office    346   By Phone 1,152 
Library (Other)   73   By Email 547    
Class or Presentation     76   By IM 18      
Outside Library (public spaces, 
Commons, home, etc.) 
    115       
Circulation Desk Assistance 11,860    
Total 15,140   Total 15,140 
 
Legal Research Classes 
 
 
I.  Introduction to the American Legal System 
Research instruction begins during First Week, when 1L students attend the Library’s hands-on 
introduction to basic research resources and techniques.  This year, 388 first year students explored the 





Reference Librarians provide research training throughout the 
year.  They teach for-credit courses as well as Research Skills 
Workshops required as part of the Legal Practice curriculum.  They 
also present research sessions in doctrinal courses, and regularly 
offer a variety of skills workshops. 
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II. Essentials for Effective Legal Research 
Research instruction for 1L students continues throughout the first year.  Our most intensive teaching 
efforts for 1L students, Essentials for Effective Legal Research (EELR I and II), take place in the Fall and 
Spring.  These 75-minute sessions, developed in conjunction with the Legal Practice program, primarily 
cover Lexis Advance and Westlaw, but also try to focus on vendor-neutral approaches. During the 2018–
2019 academic year we offered 74 EELR classes that reached 359 students. 
 
We distribute evaluation forms at the end of each class in order to gauge our own performance and 
improve future classes.  Last year, 90% in the Spring semester “strongly agreed” or “agreed” that the 
class made them better researchers. 
 
 
Strongly Agree Agree 




















The class has given me 
confidence in using electronic 
legal research databases more 
effectively 
N/A 49.3% N/A 46% N/A 2.7% N/A .7% 
The instructors were clear in 
presenting and explaining the 
material 
N/A 64.7% N/A 33.3% N/A .7% N/A .7% 
The instructors were 
enthusiastic 
N/A 54% N/A 35.3% N/A 5% N/A 2.7% 
I would take another research 
class with the instructor 
N/A 51.3% N/A 34% N/A 10.7% N/A 2.7% 
The class made me a better 
researcher 
N/A 45.3% N/A 44.7% N/A 8% N/A 2% 
 
III. Research Workshops 
Working with Legal Practice Faculty, we have developed a program of research instruction to 
complement the Legal Practice course.  In addition to the EELR classes, all 1Ls were required to 
complete the four workshops below. These classes are also open to upper division students. 
 
Research Workshops 
Number of RSW 
Classes 
Number of Attendees 
Citation: The Language of Law 19 353 
Understanding Jurisdiction & Authority 19 349 
Introduction to Administrative and Regulatory Research 17 314 
Is All Your Research Up to Date? 17 298 
Total: 72 1,314 
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IV. Classes in the JD Curriculum 
Each semester, we offer three credit-bearing research classes within the curriculum for upper division 
students. 
Advanced Legal Research  
Legal Research: Skills for the Digital World, a three-credit course focuses on advanced techniques using 
the latest resources.  
 
Legal Research Practical Skills  
This one-credit intermediate level class builds on the skills introduced in the Legal Practice course.  Two 
sessions are offered each semester:  a general research class and a class focusing on an area of law of 
one of our academic centers or curricular concentrations:   
 * Corporate and Business Law  * Family Law 
 * Intellectual Property Law  * Labor and Employment Law                
 * Real Estate Law   * Foreign and International Law (2 credits) 
 * Criminal Law 
 
Enrollment in these more intensive research skills classes is typically capped at eighteen students.  This 
year’s offerings and enrollments were: 
 
Semester Course  Number of Students 
2018 Fall 
Legal Research: Practical Skills: Skills 
for the Digital World 
8 
2018 Fall Legal Research: Practical Skills 18 
2018 Fall 
Legal Research: Practical Skills: 
Corporate and Business Law 
15 
2019 Spring 
Legal Research: Practical Skills: Skills 
for the Digital World 
16 
2019 Spring Legal Research: Practical Skills 14 
2019 Spring 
Legal Research: Practical Skills: 
Intellectual Property 
15 
Total:  86 
 
Instructional Outreach 
We work with faculty to incorporate subject specific research instruction into classroom teaching.  Many 
of the sessions are team-taught with the faculty member, affording students the benefit of both the 
librarian’s and the professor’s perspectives.  This year, we worked with 18 different faculty members in 
26 classes to provide instruction to 936 students.  We also conducted three sessions for Law Review and 
Moot Court and we provided instruction to all 1L students as part of the First Week Introduction to the 
American Legal System course. In the Spring we joined with the Office of Academic Planning and Career 
Development in teaching the Professional Development 101 Workshop, Putting Professional Skills Into 
Practice, helping to prepare students for their summer experiences with enhanced research abilities. 
 
 
Mendik Library: By the Numbers  Page | 6 
Instructional Outreach 
Faculty Member Class 




Academic Affairs LLM Orientation 5  
Academic Affairs Transfer Student Orientation 4  
Andrews Comparative Law  4 
Appleton/Phillips Vis Moot Court (1 session) 7  
Appleton/Phillips Jessup Moot Court (1 session) 5  
Barnhart Legal Practice (2 sessions) 46  
Caracciolo Legal Practice (1 session) 19  
Cominsky Criminal Law Clinic (1 session) 16  
Crowell NY State & Local Law (2 sessions) 18  
DuBois Legal Practice (2 sessions) 47  
First Week 
Introduction to the American Legal 
System:  
- Overview of the American Legal System 
(3 sessions) 
- Legislative Process and Statutes  
(3 sessions) 
388  
Fitzgibbons Professional Development (4 sessions)  355 
Goldstein Legal Practice (2 sessions) 47  
Gowri Non-Profit Clinic 5  
Grumet Legal Practice (1 session) 22  
Hochberger Legal Practice (2 sessions) 25 22 
Hogan Legal Externship Seminar 30 44 
Kasarabada Legal Practice (1 session) 25  
Manning Legal Practice (1 session) 20  
McQuillan Legal Practice (1 session) 25  
Munger Administrative Law (3 sessions) 30  
Pownall Legal Practices (1 session) 27  
Teitel International Law (2 sessions) 38  
Teitel International Human Rights Law  13 
Teitel International Criminal Law  13 










Mendik Library: By the Numbers  Page | 7 
 
Summer Research Challenge 
Our Summer Research Challenge, which we began ten years ago, is designed to improve research skills 




Summer  2018 Number of students 
Researching Congressional Documents: Statutes and Legislative History 16 
Navigating the Regulatory Maze: Research in Administrative Law 10 
Where in the World is the Law: Identifying Tools and Strategies for Researching 
Problems in International Law 
10 
Research on the Road to Trial: Experts, Juries, Discovery, and More 10 
Total: 46 
 
Computer-Assisted Legal Instruction (CALI) 
CALI offers more than 1,000 interactive online tutorials in over 50 legal subjects.  Reference Librarians 







CALI Lessons Taken By General Topic  CALI Lessons Taken Each Month 
Administrative Law 66  Month Lessons Taken 
Civil Procedure 212  2018 July 126 
Constitutional Law 87  2018 August 100 
Contracts 393  2018 September 157 
Corporate, Financial, and Commercial 202  2018 October 204 
Criminal Law and Procedure 129  2018 November 199 
Evidence 152  2018 December 467 
Legal Research and Writing 54  2019 January 8 
Family Law 40  2019 February 99 
Professional Responsibility 63  2019 March 88 
Property Law 267  2019 April 124 
Tax Law 78  2019 May 382 
Torts 127  2019 June 14 
Wills and Trusts 38    
Other 60    
Total: 1,968  Total: 1,968 
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Info Hunts  
Our three annual Info Hunts, each organized around a particular 
theme: Legally Clueless during First Week, Haunted Halloween for 
Halloween, and Find Love in the Library for Valentine’s Day, enable 
students to hone their research skills while simultaneously having 











Fall 2018 373 55   
Spring 2019 





Upper Division Training 
Many upper division students request help at their point of need rather than take optional classes not 
linked to courses or assignments.  The Reference Librarians work with these students one-on-one.  
Special classes are also offered for journal students, moot court competitors, research fellows, and 
students with judicial clerkships or other externships, and we reach many upper division students 
through our instructional outreach program discussed on page 5. 
 
Student Publications Support 














Supplemental Training  
The Library liaison also provides comprehensive orientation for new Law Review members and 
coordinates specialized Lexis Advance, Westlaw and Bloomberg Law training sessions over the course of 
the semester.  He also conducts workshops on Bluebook citation skills. 
 
 
The Library’s liaison to the Law Review offers the Executive Board (E-Board) an 
overview of Library services and administrative procedures and provides 
suggested research strategies and other information to help in their editorial 
endeavors.  The working relationship between the Law Review and Library Staff is 
a cordial and productive one, evidenced in part by the many librarians regularly 
attending the Law Review’s annual awards reception.  This year, with the Library’s 
continued work with Law Review developing its presence on the Law School’s 
Digital Commons repository, the uploading of content has begun.  As of June 
2019, there had already been 525 downloads of NYLS Law Review articles.  There 
have also been more than 150 downloads of articles appearing in former NYLS 
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Research Guides (LibGuides) 
Using the LibGuides web-publishing platform, our Librarians curate and make available to the 
community a wide array of subject matter resources.  Overall usage of these tools is detailed below and 
reflects an increase of nearly 2,000 total views over the previous academic year. 
 
Guide Name Views 
Bar Exam Preparation Resources 3,242 
Tax Research  2,538 
Exam Preparation Resources 1,019 
Study Aids 859 
Current Awareness Sources 594 
Legal Forms 660 
Free & Low Cost Legal Research 922 
New York Legal Research 415 
New York Family Law 415 
Archival Collection of Judge Roger J. Miner: 1981-2012 276 
Law Review Guide to the Mendik Library 197 
Guide to Government Information 164 
Mobile Apps for Law Students 85 






Our Facebook page enables students to access most of the Library’s digital offerings without   
leaving the Facebook environment.  Our page has received a total of 633 Facebook likes. 
 
 
Book Jacket Displays 
The Library regularly displays book jackets from our collection on the 
information boards near the elevators on L2, L3, and L4.  These 
rotating displays center around important legal and historical events 
as well as current legal issues and new acquisitions. Some topics 





Go Green for Earth Day 
In celebration of Earth Day, the Library again pledged to contribute to the Earth Day Network $2.00 for 
each NYLS mug students purchased from April 22, 2019 through the end of exams.  This year we again 
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Food for Fines 
The Library held its annual Food For Fines Drive again for the 2018-2019 academic year.  The program 
allows graduating students to pay their library fines at a discounted amount with canned or other 
packaged foods.  All proceeds are then donated to the Salvation Army’s Chinatown Corps.  This year, we 
donated more than 225 items. 
 
 






















Advising Students in Externships  
Attending Admissions Open Houses  
Attending Alumni Weekend Reception Events  
Helping with Commencement  
Attending Student Association Events and Celebrations  
Donating to the PIC Auction 
Judging Moot Court Arguments  
Judging Legal Practice First Year Oral Arguments  
Mentoring Bar Studiers  
Participating in Experiential Learning Open Houses  
Presenting Programs for Prospective Students  
Proctoring Final Exams 
Serving Breakfast for Dinner during Exams 
Serving Lunch to Bar Takers 
Participating in Diversity Day Events 
The Library staff is dedicated to supporting students in all aspects of their 
educational experience.  Connecting with students and helping them 
achieve their goals is an integral part of our culture.  Many of our activities 
extend far beyond the Library and our ability to check all of the boxes below 
is very important to us!    
 
 
Questions by Location  Questions by Method 
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Services to Faculty 
 
Library Liaison Program  
The cornerstone of our faculty services is the Library Liaison program, which links each faculty member 
with a librarian who serves as a principal Library contact.  Liaisons meet periodically with faculty 
members to stay apprised of their research and teaching needs.  They also assist in research and citation 
tracking, help prepare materials for classroom use, train research fellows, and locate Library materials.  
Each librarian works with five to seven faculty members. 
 
Faculty Reference Services 
In addition to general reference assistance, our faculty services include: 
 Library Links, a mostly monthly email newsletter for faculty 
 Current awareness routing and monitoring 
 Instructional outreach 
o As detailed on pages 5- 6, we work closely with many faculty members to 
incorporate subject-specific research instruction into classroom teaching 
 Citation tracking 
 Faculty committee support   
 Classroom teaching support 
 Scholarship support through research assistance 
 Support for service to the Law School and the legal community  
 
 



















As part of these services, Reference Librarians provided faculty members with 907 journal articles and 
598 books from our own collections.  These numbers do not include direct borrowing by faculty either in 
person or through research fellows or faculty assistants.  Nor do they include the nearly 354 books and 
articles supplied to faculty through the Interlibrary Loan process discussed on page 14. 
 
Faculty Scholarship on Digital Commons 
Since 2015, showcasing faculty writing in our Digital Commons has increased faculty exposure 
worldwide, due to both the open access nature of the repository and the platform’s optimization for 
search engine discovery.  It also serves as a permanent archive. During the 2018-2019 academic year, 
the Library uploaded 408 faculty works.  As of June 30, 2019, a total of 1,895 work have been 
posted.  For the 2018-2019 academic year, these works were downloaded 53,405 times.  From July 2015 
through June 2019, faculty works have been download close to 130,000 times. 
Questions by Location  Questions by Method 
Reference Desk 299  In Person 182 
Librarian’s Office 818  By Phone 95 
Elsewhere in Library 15  By Email 1,294 
Beyond Library (classrooms, 




Total: 1,571  Total: 1,571 
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Top 10 Downloads – Faculty Articles & Book Chapters (2018-2019) 
Title Downloads 
Obtaining a Full Step-Up in Basis for Jointly Held Property Between Spouses 
(Lapiana/Beckerman) 
4,791 
Married Women’s Property Law: 1800-1850 (Chused) 1,675 
Defending Pornography: Free Speech & The Fight for Women’s Rights 
(Strossen) 
705 
Transitional Justice Genealogy (Symposium: Human Rights in Transition) 
(Teitel) 
689 
Theories of State Compliance With International Law: Assessing the African 
Union’s Ability to Ensure State Compliance With the African Charter and 
Constitutive Act (Elvy) 
653 
Due Process in Islamic Criminal Law (Reza) 638 
Human Rights and World Public Order: The Basic Policies of an International 
Law of Human Dignity (Chen) 
535 
Ideal of Judicial Independence: Complications and Challenges, The Book 
Review: Should Judges Obey the Law (Purcell) 
490 
The Electronic Revolution in Rulemaking (Noveck) 450 
Law and Inequality: Race, Gender...and, of course, Class (Munger) 428 
 
Faculty Publication Display Cases 
 
The Library also maintains public display cases of newly published faculty books and earlier books that 
have won awards, as well as law review reprints and other publications. 
 
Supporting Faculty Workshops, Conferences, and Special Events 
Librarians attended book events celebrating new books by Tamara Belinfanti, Richard Sherwin, Art 
Leonard and Kris Franklin.  The Librarians also belong to faculty committees and support their work.  
Committee membership is noted below. 
Services to Alumni 
Alumni are always welcome in the Mendik Library where they can access almost all of our research 
resources, including a dedicated Westlaw subscription that includes a generous selection of primary and 
secondary authorities.  Alumni conducted more than 4,821 Westlaw searches last year, an 11% drop 
from 2017–2018.  
 
Alumni also took advantage of their access to the Library’s reference librarians, who provided help with 
467 alumni requests for reference assistance.   
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Entries marked with a “+” indicate increases over the 2017-2018 year. 
 
Circulation Transactions 
As reflected below, print resources still play a large role for faculty and students. The Reserve Collection 
accounts for 61% of total transactions. This past year’s course reserves comprised 598 items for 458 
classes. 
2018-2019 
Circulation Transactions by Patron Type (Check-outs and Renewals) 
Student 18,394 
Faculty 464 
Law School Staff 194 
Academic Libraries 182 
Law Firms 10 
In-House use (by all patrons)* 4,651 
TOTAL 23,895 
* Materials used within the Library and reshelved but not checked out. 
Total transactions were up 27% over the previous year. 
 
2018-2019 Average Monthly Users  
Month 
Weekday   
Mornings 
Weekday & Weekend 
Afternoons 
Weekday & Weekend 
Evenings 
July 422 1,405 1,045 
August 761 2,728+ 1,695+ 
September    992+ 4,694+ 3,139+ 
October 1,397+ 6,102+ 3,735+ 
November 1,103+ 4,797+ 3,285+ 
December 1,281+ 4,613+ 3,237+ 
January 671 2,893+ 1,930+ 
February 1,084+ 4,429 3,061+ 
March    873+ 3,369+ 2,498+ 
April 1,672+ 4,884+ 3,624+ 
May 1,014+ 3,345 2,516+ 
June 267 1,085 894 
The Library was open 91 hours per week during the fall and spring semesters.  
During the Study Hall period for final exams, the library extends hours until 1:00 a.m. 
to provide an additional two hours of daily study time access.  During intersession 
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Interlibrary Loan 
Interlibrary Loan requests filled on behalf of faculty, students and staff 354 
 
- 242 books 
- 112 articles 
Interlibrary Loans made to other libraries 191 
 
- 128 books 
- 63 articles 
 
Access to and from Other Libraries  
To ensure student and faculty access to materials beyond our collection, we participate in consortial 
relationships with many law school, university and other libraries.  Through our issuance of what are 
known as Green Letters, our students and faculty have access to other metropolitan area law school 
libraries.  We also provide access to additional libraries via METRO Passes through our membership in 
the Metropolitan New York Library Council. Through agreements with all but two local law school 
libraries (Columbia and NYU), we can provide our students who reside closer to another law school with 
a Letter of Introduction entitling them to semester-long access for convenience study.  We extend a 
reciprocal privilege to students of the other participating law schools.  On request, we also admit 
students from out-of-town law schools as a reciprocal courtesy to our sister institutions. 
Finally, we also provide complimentary Reader’s Passes to faculty guests and visiting scholars. 
 
Letters of Introduction issued to our students doubled over the number issued during the 2017-2018 
year. Letters of Introduction from other law schools increased even more substantially.  
Legal Research Database Usage  
The three major legal publishers, Lexis Advance, Westlaw, and Bloomberg Law/Bloomberg BNA, provide 
only limited and non-uniform usage statistics. 
 









Students 111,155 149,140 15,192 1,271 
Faculty 6,294 12,142 869 9,617 
Librarians & Law School Staff 3,142 5,069 183 2,308 
Adjunct Faculty 3,247 7,260 804 480 






 Issued to NYLS Students Received from students of 
other law schools 
Green Letters 0 5 
METRO Passes  4 6 
Letters of Introduction 37 43 
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Law Report Email 
Subscriptions 
Totals: 4,276 45,229 4,824 15,835 4,916 
1 User-established alerts, Bloomberg Law only. 
 
Westlaw Usage 2018-2019 
  Student Hours Student Transactions Faculty & Librarian Transactions 
Totals: 63,124 447,874 77,950 
 
American Lawyer Media (ALM) supplied data for four of its products to which we subscribe:  
 
                                        American Lawyer Media Usage 2018-2019 
Title Page Views Visits 
New York Law Journal 5,715 2,720 
Law.com 1,503 619 
National Law Journal 553 332 
The American Lawyer 602 370 
 
 
HeinOnline Usage 2018-2019 
Articles viewed Pages viewed Searches 
9,475 14,689 6,227 
 
Government Documents 
The Library remains a Federal Depository Library within the Federal Depository Library Program 
overseen by the Government Publishing Office.  We collect approximately 22% of government-published 
materials, a total of 2,219 items.  Of those, we receive approximately 75% in online format, and the 
balance in microform or print. 
Collection Management Services 
Staff     
The Technical Services staff focus on the acquisition of new digital and print materials and the 
maintenance and organization of the Library’s entire collection.  The latter efforts entail the design and 
regular revision of the systems and services, including the Library’s online catalog and a variety of 
Library web pages, necessary for our patrons to access and use all our resources effectively.  Among 
other things, the Technical Services staff works closely with the Reference Librarians to monitor and 
update the Library’s Treatises by Topic guides and maintain the A to Z list of electronic journal titles, 
ensuring seamless access to critical resources whose links and access points and protocols frequently 
change. They also work continually to maintain the Library’s descriptive list of more than 130 electronic 
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The NYLS Online Catalog  
During the 2018-2019 academic year, the Technical Services staff added 1,398 records to the online 
catalog.  They also updated and revised 10,227 records and withdrew 930 records for items withdrawn 
from the collection.  
 
Collection Statistics 
 Format Titles Owned 
Volumes and Volume Equivalents 
Owned 
  2017-2018 2018-2019 2017-2018 2018-2019 
Print       89,848 90,319 272,647 274,045 
Microform  194,872 196,638 302,163 303,460 
Electronic  246,865 246,875 n/a n/a 
A/V          242 242 n/a n/a 
CDs 552 552 n/a n/a 
Total    532,379 534,626 574,810 577,505 
 
In addition to owned titles, the Library provides direct access to more than 2,000 online journals 
through either direct subscriptions or through various databases and aggregators (e.g., Lexis Advance, 
Westlaw, HeinOnline, JSTOR, etc.). 
The Law School’s Archive 
In addition to our physical archive of historic law school materials, we continue to grow our Digital 
Commons collection to highlight the law school’s rich history.  More than 1,694 items were uploaded 
this year, bringing the year-end total since inception to over 4,100 items as of June 30, 2019.  
Collections within the law school’s overall Digital Commons saw nearly 66,000 downloads. The table on 
the next page details the top 10 most downloaded collections over the year. 
 
Over the course of the academic year, the Library receives numerous requests from inside and outside 
the law school about the school’s history and alumni.  The inquiries come from alumni; relatives of 
alumni; scholarly researchers; the media; the Dean’s office; and the Office of Institutional Advancement.  
Over the past year, we fielded 28 requests, relating to individual alumni and historical aspects of the 
school and faculty. 
Whenever possible we provide copies or scans of the materials held in the archive.  Whether we provide 
images of student register pages (which contain basic biographical information for each student 
between 1891 and 1959 written by the student him or herself) or images of commencement programs, 
those who requested the information express enormous gratitude for the historical connection we are 
able to provide. 
The Library maintains two public display cases on the first floor of the W building by the main elevators. 
The archive provides a rich source of photos and historical artifacts that we use to create informative 
and attractive exhibits for the public display.  In the Spring of 2019, we curated a new exhibit celebrating 
the reunion year classes of 4s and 9s from 1894 to 2019. 
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Top 10 Downloaded Collections (Excluding Faculty Scholarship) (2018-2019) 
Title Total Downloads 
History and Archives: Commencement Programs 1,704 
History and Archives: 125 Anniversary Material 1,603 
History and Archives: The Honorable Roger J. Miner ’56 Papers  1,259 
History and Archives: NYLS Magazine 1,177 
History and Archives: Student Newspapers 824 
Academic Centers and Programs: Impact Center for Public Interest 
Law 
779 
Academic Centers and Programs: Rooftops Project 706 
History and Archives: Student Ledgers 612 
Academic Centers and Programs: Tribeca Square Press 567 




Library Publications        
In addition to our Research Guides, discussed on page 9, the Library publishes a number of other digital 
works each year, primarily in the nature of current awareness alerts.  Our goal is to provide faculty and 
students a continual flow of information about recent articles, new acquisitions, and developments in 
legal publishing and research platforms of interest.  
 
Mendik Matters Blog 
 
Our Mendik Matters blog, which debuted in 2004, publishes items of interest about current legal topics, 
new legal developments and legal history.  It also serves as a vehicle for library-related announcements 
and information.  It alerts faculty and students to new resources, providing an important form of 
continuing legal research education.  During 2018-2019, we posted 32 items to Mendik Matters and 
reached an audience of close to 3,000 subscribers. 
 
Elevator Ed  
 
 
Elevator Ed, the winner of AALL’s 2013 Excellence in Marketing, Best Campaign 
award, continues to offer frequent TripTips about legal research or library 
resources to help students “learn while they ride.”  This year, Ed posted 21 
TripTips “elevating” the legal research skills of scores of students. See more of 
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First Week Pizza Survey 
For the twelfth consecutive year, the Library conducted its First Week Pizza Survey, designed to gauge 
the changing digital inclinations of each entering class (as well as their pizza topping preferences).  The 




Faculty Library Services Manual 
The Faculty Library Services Manual details the services offered to faculty members, including support 
for research and teaching, electronic resources, and interlibrary loan and document delivery services. 
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Law School 411:  Books and Films on Law and Law School 
Law School 411 is a multimedia bibliography of sources for prospective and current law students.  It is 
updated regularly to include books, websites, and movies on law, lawyers, legal careers and a large 
section on excelling in law school. 
Professional Activities and Continuing Education 
Continuing Education 
The librarians are active in professional organizations and take advantage of continuing education 
opportunities and professional networking.  Among the programs and webinars attended this past year 
were the following:
 ProQuest on E-Book Aquisitions 
 Dark Web Webinar 
 Westlaw Librarian In The Know, 
Secondary Sources 
 AALL Getting Declarations on Prior Art 
for Patent Litigation 
 Westlaw Dockets, CourtWire, and Alert 
Management Center 
 EZproxy Product Insights 
 Librarians in the Know – What is AI 
 AALL Webinar: Law School and Law 
Firm Librarians Collaboration: A Bridge 
between Law School and the Firm 
 Westlaw Edge: A Wow Factor Webinar 
for New York Law Librarians 
 ProQuest: What Do Students and 
Faculty Need in a Research Database? 
 Secondary Sources on Westlaw 
 Koha Administration and Reports 
Upgrade Webinar 
 Knowledge Management in Practice – 
From Drawing Board to Action 
 ProQuest Ebook Central – How to  
Manage Ebook Budgets as a Pro
   
Library and Related Professional Organizations 
The librarians participated in a variety of organizations as officers, board members, or speakers.  They 
also attended a number of professional programs that will further enhance their contributions and value 
to the NYLS community.   
 
American Association of Law Libraries (AALL)  
All members of the Library’s professional staff are members of AALL. 
 
Camille, Bill Mills and Michael Roffer attended the AALL Conference in Baltimore, MD.  All librarians 
have memberships in many of AALL’s Special Interest Sections: Academic Law Libraries (Michael R., 
Elina); Online Bibliographic Services (Victoria); Research Instruction & Patron Services (Ping, Michael R., 
Elina); Technical Services (Ping, Victoria); Government Documents (Michael R).  Michael R. is also a 
member of AALL’s Law Repositories Caucus. 
 
In April 2019, Camille was a speaker in a AALL webinar sponsored by the Private Law Librarians SIS: Law 
School and Firm Librarians Collaboration: A Bridge between Law School and The Firm. There were 150 
attendees. 
 
Legal Information Preservation Alliance (LIPA) 
The Legal Information Preservation Alliance is a non-profit consortium of academic, federal, state and 
public law libraries working to preserve print and electronic legal information.  It enables libraries to 
work collaboratively on preservation projects at lower cost and to take advantage of the partnerships 
created by the organization.  Camille Broussard completed service as Treasurer and as a member of the 
Board of Directors in 2015.  She remains the NYLS Voting Representative. 
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Law Library Association of Greater New York (LLAGNY) 
Camille Broussard, Bill Mills, Michael Roffer, Ping Tian, Elina Oyola, Victoria Sukhol and Carolyn 
Hasselmann are members of LLAGNY, the local chapter of AALL.  Ping Tian served on the Education 
Committee.   
Perma.cc  
Perma.cc, developed and maintained by the Harvard Library Innovation Lab at the Harvard Law School 
Library, helps scholars, journals, courts, and others create permanent records of the web sources they 
cite.  We are a Perma.cc partner library and Michael Roffer is the registrar for members of the NYLS 
community. We currently have nine registered users who have created a total of 625 permalinks. 
 
Washington University in St. Louis Libraries National Council 
Michael Roffer continues to serve as a member of this advisory board. 
 
Services to the Law School Community 
New York Law School Activities 
Our Librarians have been actively engaged in a wide-range of NYLS community programs and activities, 
including Admissions Office Open Houses and Scholar Days, and the Office of Student Engagement’s 
First Week Programs.  In May 2019, Michael Roffer and Martha Goldman coordinated with the Office of 
Career Development in presenting an informal program for students about to embark on Big Law 
Summer Associate positions.  Michael Roffer ‘83 has been active in Alumni events, including the Law 
School Gala, the Scholarship Benefit Dinner and various Reunion Events.  Grace Lee assisted at 
Commencement exercises in May 2019.  All librarians participated in First Week activities.  
 
Committee Memberships 
Several librarians held appointments to law school committees: 
 
 Academic Responsibility Committee (Michael Roffer, Michael McCarthy) 
 Admissions Committee (Michael Roffer) 
 Hall of Judges Committee (Michael Roffer) 
 Title IX Committee (Michael McCarthy, Bill Mills) 
 BePress Institutional Repository Implementation Task Force (Camille Broussard, chair; 
Michael Roffer, Farrah Nagrampa) 
 Curriculum Committee (Camille Broussard) 
 Faculty Coordinating Committee (Camille Broussard) 
 Dean’s Staff Roundtable Committee (Dustin Wilson)  
 Professional Success Committee (Camille Broussard, chair) 
 Academic Status Committee (Camille Broussard, chair) 
 Academic Success and Support Committee (Camille Broussard, co-chair) 
 NYCBA Diversity Fellowship Selection Committee (Camille Broussard) 
 Student Commencement Speaker Selection Committee (Camille Broussard) 
 Bar Support Task Force (Camille Broussard) 
 Administrative Technology Committee (Grace Lee) 
 Commencement Soloist Selection Committee (Grace Lee) 
 Institutional Review Board (Bill Mills) 
 Faculty Technology Advisory Panel (Bill Mills) 
 OIT/Mendik Library Joint Committee (Victoria Sukhol) 
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Finding Information in the Digital Age 
Every summer, Camille, together with the Office of Admissions and Financial Aid, hosts a Finding 
Information in the Digital Age class for admitted law students.  Twenty students attended this year’s 
program in July 2018. 
Better World Books 
This year, we donated 10 boxes containing 188 volumes to Better World Books, a non-profit 
organization that helps fund high-impact literacy projects in the U.S.  
Bookends 
With the 2019‐2020 academic year well underway, the librarians continue to use the 
information we have gathered to inform our ongoing efforts to tailor, refine and enhance 
our services and deploy our resources to best serve the law school community amid the 
changing landscape of legal education and the evolution of law practice. 
 
Kind Words We’ve Received 
Some of the expressions of appreciation from faculty, students, alumni, and other library users our 
librarians have received during the past year: 
 
